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Stephen and Peter Sachs Museum

May 2, 2025 to March 31, 2026

Smelling the Bouquet: Plants and Scents in the Garden



Explore the rich botanical, cultural, and artistic history of plant scents—from the floral to the pungent—and their powerful role in human life and art. Plants produce a vast array of scents, each with distinct chemical compositions, that have been harnessed by people across centuries to create perfumes, incense, and flavorings. These scents are valued differently around the world, with some considered luxurious and others evocative or sacred. Human responses to these scents are deeply intertwined with cultural identity, social class, religious practice, and memory, as smell engages parts of the brain that process both emotion and learning.
This exhibition will offer visitors an immersive experience of this sensory world, presenting a spectrum of plant-derived scents and inviting exploration of their cultural contexts. Guests can encounter the aromas of various plants, including species cultivated in the Missouri Botanical Garden’s collections, conservatories, and grounds. Alongside this botanical experience, the exhibition will delve into the cultural history of scent, featuring the work of interdisciplinary artist Gayil Nalls and her World Sensorium project. Through her art in the South Gallery, Nalls offers a rich sensorial experience of the world as one and reveals scent as a cultural bridge, showing how olfactory experiences shape and connect human societies.
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